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Chapter 27Of the Sacraments

1.  Sacraments are holy signs and seals of  the covenant of  grace,aimmediately instituted by God,b to represent Christ, and his benefits;and to confirm our interest in him:c as also, to put a visible differencebetween those that belong unto the church, and the rest of  the world;dand solemnly to engage them to the service of  God in Christ, accord-ing to his Word.e
in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

a.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a seal of  the righteous-ness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father ofall them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto them also.  Gen. 17:7, 10–11. And I will establish my covenant be-tween me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting cov-enant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.… This is my covenant, whichye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child amongyou shall be circumcised. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of  your foreskin; and it shallbe a token of  the covenant betwixt me and you.b.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  1 Cor. 11:23. For I havereceived of  the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus thesame night in which he was betrayed took bread.c.  Rom. 6:3–4. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life.  Col. 2:12. … buried with him inbaptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of  the operation of  God,who hath raised him from the dead.  1 Cor. 10:16. The cup of  blessing which webless, is it not the communion of  the blood of  Christ? The bread which we break, is itnot the communion of  the body of  Christ?  1 Cor. 11:25–26. After the same manneralso he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in myblood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of  me. For as often as ye eat thisbread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.  Gal. 3:27. For asmany of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.d.  Ex. 12:48. And when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep thepassover to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near andkeep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised personshall eat thereof.  Gen. 34:14. And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, togive our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach unto us.  1 Cor.10:21. Ye cannot drink the cup of  the Lord, and the cup of  devils: ye cannot bepartakers of  the Lord’s table, and of  the table of  devils.e.  Rom. 6:3–4. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into Jesus
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2.  There is, in every sacrament, a spiritual relation, or sacramen-tal union, between the sign and the thing signified: whence it comesto pass, that the names and effects of  the one are attributed to theother.f3.  The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightlyused, is not conferred by any power in them; neither doth the effi-cacy of  a sacrament depend upon the piety or intention of  him thatdoth administer it:g but upon the work of  the Spirit,h and the wordof  institution, which contains, together with a precept authorizingthe use thereof, a promise of  benefit to worthy receivers.i

Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life.  Gal. 3:27. For as many of  you as havebeen baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereuntoeven baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh, butthe answer of  a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.1 Cor. 10:16. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of  theblood of  Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion of  the body ofChrist? See 1 Cor. 5:7–8.f.  Gen. 17:10. This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and youand thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.  Matt.26:27–28. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drinkye all of  it; for this is my blood of  the new testament, which is shed for many for theremission of  sins.  1 Cor. 10:16–18. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not thecommunion of  the blood of  Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the commun-ion of  the body of  Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we areall partakers of  that one bread. Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat ofthe sacrifices partakers of  the altar?g.  Rom. 2:28–29. For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is thatcircumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; andcircumcision is that of  the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is notof  men, but of  God.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth alsonow save us (not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh, but the answer of  a goodconscience toward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.h.  1 Cor. 12:13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether webe Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink intoone Spirit.i.  Matt. 26:26–28. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, andbrake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he tookthe cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of  it; for this is myblood of  the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of  sins.  Luke22:19–20. And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them,saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of  me. Like-wise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood,
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4.  There be only two sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord inthe gospel; that is to say, baptism, and the Supper of  the Lord: nei-ther of  which may be dispensed by any, but by a minister of  theWord lawfully ordained.k5.  The sacraments of  the old testament, in regard of  the spiritualthings thereby signified and exhibited, were, for substance, the samewith those of  the new.l

Chapter 28Of Baptism
1.  Baptism is a sacrament of  the new testament, ordained byJesus Christ,a not only for the solemn admission of  the party bap-

which is shed for you.  Matt. 28:19–20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-tizing them in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: teach-ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am withyou alway, even unto the end of  the world. Amen.  1 Cor. 11:26. For as often as ye eatthis bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.k.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  1 Cor. 11:20, 23. Whenye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper.… For Ihave received of  the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesusthe same night in which he was betrayed took bread.  1 Cor. 4:1. Let a man soaccount of  us, as of  the ministers of  Christ, and stewards of  the mysteries of  God.Eph. 4:11–12. And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evange-lists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of  the saints, for the work ofthe ministry, for the edifying of  the body of  Christ.l.  1 Cor. 10:1–4. Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant,how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and wereall baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all eat the same spiritualmeat; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of  that spiritual Rockthat followed them: and that Rock was Christ.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the signof  circumcision, a seal of  the righteousness of  the faith which he had yet being uncir-cumcised: that he might be the father of  all them that believe, though they be notcircumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also.  Col. 2:11–12.… in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, inputting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh by the circumcision of  Christ: buried withhim in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of  the operationof  God, who hath raised him from the dead.
a.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.
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tized into the visible church;b but also, to be unto him a sign and sealof  the covenant of  grace,c of  his ingrafting into Christ,d ofregeneration,e of  remission of  sins,f and of  his giving up unto God,through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of  life.g Which sacrament is,by Christ’s own appointment, to be continued in his church until theend of  the world.h2.  The outward element to be used in this sacrament is water,wherewith the party is to be baptized, in the name of  the Father, andof  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost, by a minister of  the gospel, law-fully called thereunto.i

b.  1 Cor. 12:13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether webe Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink intoone Spirit.  Gal. 3:27–28. For as many of  you as have been baptized into Christ haveput on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there isneither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.c.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a seal of  the righteous-ness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father ofall them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto them also.  Col. 2:11–12. … in whom also ye are circumcised with thecircumcision made without hands, in putting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh bythe circumcision of  Christ: buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen withhim through the faith of  the operation of  God, who hath raised him from the dead.d.  Gal. 3:27. For as many of  you as have been baptized into Christ have put onChrist.  Rom. 6:5. For if  we have been planted together in the likeness of  his death,we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection.e.  John 3:5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bornof  water and of  the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of  God.  Titus 3:5. Notby works of  righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,by the washing of  regeneration, and renewing of  the Holy Ghost.f.  Mark 1:4. John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism ofrepentance for the remission of  sins.  Acts 2:38. Then Peter said unto them, Repent,and be baptized every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins,and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy Ghost.  Acts 22:16. And now why tarriestthou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of  the Lord.g.  Rom. 6:3–4. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life.h.  Matt. 28:19–20. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observeall things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even untothe end of  the world. Amen.i.  Acts 10:47. Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  Acts 8:36, 38. And as they wenton their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water;
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3.  Dipping of  the person into the water is not necessary; butbaptism is rightly administered by pouring, or sprinkling water uponthe person.k4.  Not only those that do actually profess faith in and obedienceunto Christ,l but also the infants of  one, or both, believing parents,are to be baptized.m

what doth hinder me to be baptized?… And he commanded the chariot to stand still:and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptizedhim.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.k. Heb. 9:10, 13, 19, 21. … which stood only in meats and drinks, and diverswashings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of  reformation.…For if  the blood of  bulls and of  goats, and the ashes of  an heifer sprinkling the un-clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of  the flesh … For when Moses had spoken everyprecept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of  calves and of  goats,with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all thepeople.… Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels ofthe ministry.  Mark 7:2–4. And when they saw some of  his disciples eat bread withdefiled, that is to say, with unwashen, hands, they found fault. For the Pharisees, andall the Jews, except they wash their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of  theelders. And when they come from the market, except they wash, they eat not. Andmany other things there be, which they have received to hold, as the washing of  cups,and pots, brasen vessels, and of  tables.  Luke 11:38. And when the Pharisee saw it, hemarvelled that he had not first washed before dinner.l.  Acts 2:41. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and thesame day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.  Acts 8:12–13.But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of  God,and the name of  Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simonhimself  believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and won-dered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done.  Acts 16:14–15. And acertain woman named Lydia, a seller of  purple, of  the city of  Thyatira, which wor-shipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto thethings which were spoken of  Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household,she besought us, saying, If  ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into myhouse, and abide there. And she constrained us.m.  Gen. 17:7–14. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee andthy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God untothee, and to thy seed after thee.… This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, betweenme and you and thy seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised.And ye shall circumcise the flesh of  your foreskin; and it shall be a token of  the cov-enant betwixt me and you.… And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of  hisforeskin is not circumcised, that soul shall be cut off  from his people; he hath brokenmy covenant.  Gal. 3:9, 14. So then they which be of  faith are blessed with faithfulAbraham.… that the blessing of  Abraham might come on the Gentiles through JesusChrist; that we might receive the promise of  the Spirit through faith. Col. 2:11–12.… in whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in
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5.  Although it be a great sin to contemn or neglect this ordinance,nyet grace and salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it, asthat no person can be regenerated, or saved, without it;o or, that all

putting off  the body of  the sins of  the flesh by the circumcision of  Christ: buried withhim in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of  the operationof  God, who hath raised him from the dead.  Acts 2:38–39. Then Peter said untothem, Repent, and be baptized every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christ for theremission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy Ghost. For the promise isunto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lordour God shall call.  Rom. 4:11–12. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a sealof  the righteousness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he mightbe the father of  all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteous-ness might be imputed unto them also: and the father of  circumcision to them who arenot of  the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of  that faith of  our fatherAbraham, which he had being yet uncircumcised.  Matt. 19:13. Then were therebrought unto him little children, that he should put his hands on them, and pray: andthe disciples rebuked them.  Mark 10:13–16. And they brought young children tohim, that he should touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them.But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the littlechildren to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of  such is the kingdom of  God.Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of  God as a little child,he shall not enter therein. And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them,and blessed them.  Luke 18:15–17. And they brought unto him also infants, that hewould touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus calledthem unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:for of  such is the kingdom of  God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receivethe kingdom of  God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.  Matt. 28:19. Goye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father, and ofthe Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  1 Cor. 7:14. For the unbelieving husband is sancti-fied by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were yourchildren unclean; but now are they holy.n.  Gen. 17:14. And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of  his foreskin isnot circumcised, that soul shall be cut off  from his people; he hath broken my cov-enant.  Matt. 28:19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in thename of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Ghost.  Acts 2:38. Then Petersaid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of  you in the name of  Jesus Christfor the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift of  the Holy Ghost.  See Luke7:30.o.  Rom. 4:11. And he received the sign of  circumcision, a seal of  the righteous-ness of  the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: that he might be the father ofall them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might beimputed unto them also.  Acts 10:2, 4, 22, 31, 45, 47. … a devout man, and onethat feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed toGod alway.… And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord?And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial beforeGod.… And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God,
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that are baptized are undoubtedly regenerated.p6.  The efficacy of  baptism is not tied to that moment of  timewherein it is administered;q yet, notwithstanding, by the right use ofthis ordinance, the grace promised is not only offered, but really ex-hibited, and conferred, by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of  ageor infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel ofGod’s own will, in his appointed time.r7.  The sacrament of  baptism is but once to be administered untoany person.s
and of  good report among all the nation of  the Jews, was warned from God by an holyangel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of  thee.… And said, Corne-lius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of  God.…And they of  the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came withPeter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of  the Holy Ghost.…Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received theHoly Ghost as well as we?p.  Acts 8:13, 23. Then Simon himself  believed also: and when he was baptized,he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs whichwere done.… For I perceive that thou art in the gall of  bitterness, and in the bond ofiniquity.q.  John 3:5, 8. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man beborn of  water and of  the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of  God.… Thewind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tellwhence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of  the Spirit.r.  Rom. 6:3–6. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life. For if  we have been planted together inthe likeness of  his death, we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection: knowingthis, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of  sin might be destroyed,that henceforth we should not serve sin.  Gal. 3:27. For as many of  you as have beenbaptized into Christ have put on Christ.  1 Pet. 3:21. The like figure whereunto evenbaptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of  the filth of  the flesh, but theanswer of  a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ.  Acts2:38, 41. Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of  you inthe name of  Jesus Christ for the remission of  sins, and ye shall receive the gift of  theHoly Ghost.… Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the sameday there were added unto them about three thousand souls.s.  Rom. 6:3–11. Know ye not, that so many of  us as were baptized into JesusChrist were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptisminto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of  the Father,even so we also should walk in newness of  life. For if  we have been planted together inthe likeness of  his death, we shall be also in the likeness of  his resurrection: knowingthis, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of  sin might be destroyed,that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if  we
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